r. Prof. Univ. Dr. Cristinel Ioja, DOGMATICA SI
DOGMATISTI. Prolegomena privind aprofundarea Teolo-
giei Dogmatice Ortodoxe in Romdnia in a doua jumdtate
a secolului al XX-lea si inceputul secolului al XXI-lea
(DOGMATICS AND DOGMATISTS. Prolegomenon
on Deepening the Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in Ro-
mania in the Second Half of the 20th Century and the
Beginning of the 21st Century), Editia a II-a revizuita si
adaugita, Editura Doxologia, Iasi, 2017, ISBN: 978-606-
666-654-1, 670 p.

In the second half of 2017, the prestigious publishing house Doxologia
from Iasi printed a valuable book, which, although at the second edition,
represents an editorial event in the Romanian theological space. The
volume with no. 27 is a part of the collection “Epistime”, and it sums up
670 pages with special graphics, the outer form revealing the content, and
both offering the status of a real theological treaty. The author of this book
is Rev. Prof. Dr. Cristinel loja, the chief of the Department of Orthodox
Dogmatic Theology and Apologetics of the Faculty of Theology “Ilarion
V. Felea” from Arad. His name is also well-known and consecrated both
in the Romanian Theology and in the dogmatic part of the Orthodox
Theology from abroad. The importance and novelty of this treaty lies in
the unprecedented themes approached in Romanian Theology and in the
Pan-Orthodox Theology, but especially in the depth of the themes, as well
as the organization and the systematization of the whole content.

The method of work gives originality to this book, which can be viewed
both historically and theologically. This is because the author treats the
dogmatic thinking of the Romanian theologians from a phenomenological
point of view interpreting their dogmatic and theological books and thinking
in the theological and social context of their epoch. The period of time is
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not very extensive - the second half of the 20" century and the beginning
of the 21% century - but extremely condensed with great achievements and
affirmations for the Romanian Dogmatic Theology. A simple overview of
the book provides an exhaustive picture of the thinking and evolution of
the Romanian Dogmatic Theology, its careful and thorough radiography,
as well as a pertinent and academic analysis of the Romanian dogmatist
theologians, and their work and theological vision.

The impressive bibliography used by the author certifies the theological
and historical value of the treaty, and the fact that the present volume is the
fruit of'a laborious, extensive and long-lasting research. Actually, the author
goes through all the printed material on the subject, the works of dogmatic
theologians, studies, articles, reviews, comments, everything written and
published since the 1950s on Dogmatic Theology. Such an extent implies
the necessity for this study to be present both in the Romanian Theology,
as well as outside its boundaries, in the ecumenical Orthodoxy, but also in
the Western, Catholic and Protestant environments.

As expected, the treaty opens with a chapter on the neo-patristic
movement in the second half of the 20" century, especially the reception of
this movement in the Orthodox Dogmatic Theology from Greece, Russia,
Serbia and Bulgaria. It is presented the general, historical and theological
framework of every Orthodox nation, as well as their outstanding
representatives. This chapter offers an overview in order to integrate the
Romanian Orthodox Dogmatic Theology too.

Chapter II presents the general framework of the Romanian Dogmatic
Theology, more specifically, the theological and missionary objectives, the
challenges of the new historical and social context, its projects, perspectives
and directions. It gets up to date with the presentation of the first Colloquy
of Orthodox Dogmatic Theology in Romania, as well as the dispute over
the Dogmatic Manual. The same chapter presents the great achievement of
the Romanian Dogmatic Theology, namely the first International Dogmatic
Theological Symposium with pan-Orthodox participation, as well as the
establishment of the International Association of Orthodox Dogmatists.

Chapter III, the most extensive in content and in fact the essence of
the treaty, subjects the Romanian Orthodox dogmatists in the second half
of the 20" century and the beginning of the 21 century to the historical
and theological analysis in a chronological order, treating not less than 28
Romanian theologians with their most varied contributions in Dogmatic
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Theology. The first to open the list is Father Dumitru Staniloae, the
innovator of the Romanian Theology. The dynamic and ingenious author
lists other outstanding theologians as following: Nicolae Chitescu, Isidor
Todoran, Petru Rezus, Ioan Bria, Dumitru Popescu, Dumitru Radu, the
great professors of Dogmatic Theology from the second half of the 20™
century, well-known and consecrated in the field of Romanian Theology
and pan-Orthodox, even in Western ecumenical environments. It follows
a plethora of professors and theologians from the last decades of the
20™ century and the first decade of the 21° century: Ioan Ica sen., Ilie
Moldovan, Stefan Sandu, George Remete, Valer Bel, Stefan Buchiu, loan
Tulcan, Sterea Tache, Vasile Citirigd, Dumitru Meghesan. He also mentions
the erudite theologian and professor loan I. Ica jr., but also hierarchs-
theologians like Irineu Popa, Metropolitan of Oltenia. The author pays
a particular attention to His Holiness Daniel Ciobotea, Patriarch of the
Romanian Orthodox Church, who is a great theologian with a considerable
theological, missionary, ecumenical and apologetic work. The line of the
new theology and dogmatics professors comes to conclude the present
treaty: loan Stoica, Vasile Cristescu, Nicolae Mosoiu, Adrian Lemeni,
Doru Costache, Cornel Toma.

It is worth noting that the approach of every theologian and dogmatist
follows a standard framework: the general framework and the fundamental
coordinates of his theological work. Nevertheless this standard and
somewhat formal framework is overcome by presenting the particularities
of each dogmatist’s theological work. The guidelines of their theological
thinking are clearly highlighted, as well as the essential and innovative
aspects of their theology. This approach reveals the author’s remarkable
synthesizing force, which gives the treaty a status of dogmatic synthesis
in the Romanian Theology. Each presentation of the dogmatist theologians
ends with the actualization of their work and theological thinking in a
subchapter dealing with the reception of their theological work. Again it is
an element of uniqueness and novelty of this treaty, which gives it added
value.

The presentation and deployment of the whole content is written in
the renewing and spiritual spirit of theology, in the ecclesial-sacramental
unity between dogma-cult-spirituality, a vast process of rediscovery and
valorisation of the biblical and patristic sources and of the specialized
literature. The book captures the struggle and the rise of the Romanian
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Theology in the second half of the last century and the first decades
of the third millennium, seen through the great turmoil of modern and
postmodern history, culture and modern society in all their dynamics. It is
also an indirect response to the challenges and the situation of the world
from today.

The way of approaching such a theme opens new perspectives in
the Romanian and Pan-Orthodox Theology, worthy to be followed in all
disciplines of Theology. Such a synthesis and vision is more than welcome
and necessary in recovering and rediscovering the theology in general
and the Romanian Theology, in particular. Moreover, the book opens the
Romanian Theology to the Pan-Orthodox Theology and to the Catholic
and Protestant Western environments, who do not know much about the
specificity of the Romanian Theology. The synthetic and systematic way
used by the author offers the present treaty a “visiting card” character for
the Romanian Theology, especially the dogmatic one, which constitutes
the essence of the confession of faith.

Being nothing less than the famous treatises of the dogmas history
in the West, but also in the Orthodox space, especially the Greek one,
this treaty can be characterized as: original, novel, rigorous, scientific and
academic, all these characteristics assumed by the author in an ecclesial
integrative way.

Protosyngellos Lecturer Dr. Nicolae M. TanG

BOOK REVIEWS





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


